No.  LXVIII. 


Ill  Assembly, 

February  6,  1834. 


[Brought  in  by  Mr.  ANGEL.] 

AN  ACT 

To  lay  out  a  State  Road  near  the  Niagara 
Falls,  and  to  grant  to  Augustus  Porter  and 
Peter  B.  Porter,  the  privilege  of  establish- 
ing a  ferry  below  the  falls. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New-  York,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly,  do 
enact  as  follows : 

1  Section  1.  Peter  B.  Porter  and  Augustus  Porter,  and  their  assigns,  are 

2  hereby  authorised  to  lay  out  and  establish  a  public  highway,  upon  their  own 

3  lands,  from  the  main  road  in  the  village  of  Niagara  Falls,  from  thence  along 

4  and  down  the  bank  to  the  water's  edge  below  the  falls ;  said  road  to  be  four 

5  rods  wide,  from  said  main  road  to  said  bank,  and  from  thence  along  the  dug- 

6  way  down  the  bank,  to  the  river,  two  rods  wide :  and  as  soon  as  the  said 

7  road  shall  be  made  passable  for  foot  passengers,  the  said  Peter  B.  Porter 

8  and  Augustus  Porter  are  hereby  authorised  to  open  and  maintain  a  ferry 

9  across  the  river  below  said  falls ;  and  the  courts  of  common  pleas  of  the 

10  county  of  Niagara,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  as  they  shall  deem  equitable,  re- 

1 1  gulate  the  rates  of  ferriage  to  be  allowed  and  taken  at  the  said  ferry. 

1  §  2.  The  said  Augustus  Porter  and  Peter  B.  Porter  shall,  before  the  es- 

2  tablishment  of  such  ferry,  enter  into  a  recognizance,  before  any  judge  of  the 

3  said  court,  who  is  hereby  authorised  to  take  the  same,  to  be  filed  in  the  of- 

4  fice  of  the  clerk  of  the  said  county,  in  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  that 

5  they  will  at  all  times  keep  good  and  sufficient  boats  for  the  transportation  of 

6  such  passengers,  carriages,  animals,  produce,  and  other  articles  as  may  be 

7  offered  to  be  ferried  across  the  Niagara  river  at  the  village  of  Niagara  Falls ; 

8  and  shall  at  all  reasonable  hours,  keep  a  sufficient  number  of  careful  and  ex- 

9  perienced  men  to  take  charge  of  and  manage  the  said  boats. 

1  §  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Augustus  Porter  and  Peter  B.  Porter, 

2  before  commencing  to  work  upon  the  highway  hereby  authorised  to  be  laid 

3  out,  and  within  four  months  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  to  execute  a  recog- 

4  nizance  to  the  people  of  the  state  of  NewT-York,  before  the  officer  authoris- 

5  ed  to  take  the  same  in  the  preceding  section  of  this  act,  and  file  the  same 

6  in  the  said  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  county  of  Niagara,  in  the  sum  of  fifteen 

7  thousand  dollars,  that  the  said  road  shall  be  faithfully  made  and  constructed 

8  in  pursuance  to  the  provisions  of  this  act ;  and  in  default  of  their  not  execu- 
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9  ting  such  recognizance,  this  act  shall  cease  and  be  of  no  avail,  and  the  said 

10  Augustus  Porter  and  Peter  B.  Porter  shall  forfeit  all  grants  and  privileges 

1 1  derived  under  the  authority  of  this  act. 

1  §  4.  The  said  Augustus  Porter  and  Peter  B.  Porter  shall  complete  the 

2  construction  of  the  said  road,  so  that  it  shall  be  passable,  safe  and  conve- 

3  nient  for  carriages,  in  five  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act ;  and  if  the  said 

4  Augustus  Porter  and  Peter  B.  Porter  shall  fail  faithfully  to  comply  with  the 

5  terms  of  this  section  within  the  time  therein  mentioned,  they  shall  forfeit  all 

6  the  rights  and  privileges  granted  to  them  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

1  §  5.  If  the  said  public  highway  or  road  is  constructed  in  accordance  to  this 

2  act,  and  is  at  all  times  kept  in  good  and  sufficient  repair,  by  and  at  the  ex- 

3  pense  of  the  said  Augustus  Porter  and  Peter  B.  Porter,  their  heirs  or  assigns, 

4  in  such  case  the  privilege  of  the  said  ferry  is  hereby  granted  to  them,  their 

5  heirs  and  assigns,  for  the  period  of  thirty  years  after  the  completion  of  the 

6  said  road. 

1  §  6.  After  said  road  shall  be  completed,  and  within  five  years  from  the 

2  passage  of  this  act,  the  said  Augustus  Porter  and  Peter  B.  Porter,  or  their 

3  assigns,  shall  make  and  furnish  a  survey  of  the  same,  to  be  filed  in  the  town 

4  clerk's  office  of  the  town  of  Niagara ;  and  if  they  shall  neglect  to  do  so,  they 

5  shall  forfeit  all  grants  and  privileges  derived  under  the  authority  of  this  act. 


